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English 207:  American Literature

Books
--The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Baym, et.al (Shorter 7th Ed., Vols I & II)

--Selected Readings Available on WebCT

Course Description and Goals
This course provides a general historic overview of American literature from 1492 to the present.  The course should increase your appreciation for and enjoyment of the works we study, while developing your skills in critical thinking and in written and oral expression.  Students completing this course should demonstrate:

· Knowledge of the literary and cultural history of the United States from 1492 to the present, which includes:

· Awareness of the wide range of literary texts that were written in this period

· Familiarity with topics, themes, and literary techniques of some of these works, 

· Familiarity with some of the ways these works of literature have been interpreted and appreciated by others

· Skills in analyzing and interpreting literary texts

· Skills in writing, critical reading, and oral communication
Coursework


Required work for the course includes careful reading of all assigned material and active participation in class discussions.  Please come to class prepared with questions and comments about the assigned reading for each day—the success of the course depends on your involvement.

E-mail Discussion:  Our in-class discussion of the works we read this semester will be supplemented by an e-mail discussion. You must respond, via the e-mail discussion group, to 15 of the questions on the syllabus over the course of the semester.  You choose which 15 to respond to and which to skip. Each response you submit must be at least 200 words long to receive credit.  Each must be submitted before class on the date it is due.  No late responses will be accepted.  You may respond either to the question itself or, even better, to a comment made by another student concerning the question. The point of this discussion is to get classmates to talk to each other about the works we are reading, not to have simply a question-and-answer session with me.

Papers:  You will write three formal papers for the course.  The first one will be a short paraphrase. The second and third will be longer essays involving literary analysis.

Exams:  There will be mid-term and a final exam in the class. These exams will contain both objective and essay questions. 

Late Papers
Late papers will be penalized five points for each day or fraction of a day they are late.  Make-up exams will not be given except in rare circumstances when the student has documentation to prove a serious accident or illness.  If at all possible, you must notify me in advance when a make-up exam is necessary.
Grading
Your final grade will be determined according
Letter grades assigned will have the  

to these percentages:




following numerical values:


E-Mail Discussion 
10%
A+/98
B+/88
C+/78
D+/68

Paper #1—Paraphrase 
10%
A  /95 
B  /85
C  /75
D  /65


Paper #2—Analysis 
15%
A- /92
B- /82
C- /72
D- /62


Paper #3—Analysis 
20%



Mid-Term Exam 
20%
F = 50    Paper not turned in = 0




Final Exam


25%


Attendance
Regular attendance and participation are requirements to pass the course.   You may take 3 absences without being penalized (although I don't recommend it--it's best for you to be in class every meeting).  I don't distinguish between excused and unexcused absences, so you should save your 3 absences for when you're really sick or out of town.  For each absence over 3 (for any reason--excused or unexcused), I will automatically subtract 3 points from your final course average.  You are responsible for all work covered during your absence.  

Plagiarism
All work submitted must be your own.  You may discuss writing assignments and prepare for tests with your classmates (in fact, I strongly encourage you to do so), but all that you write should be yours.  Incorporating others' words or ideas in your essays without proper acknowledgment, or any other form of academic dishonesty, will result in an "F" for the entire course.

Reading Schedule:  Be sure to read all items before class on the day they're listed.  Be sure to read all author headnotes as well.

	August   

	24 Tu
	Course Introduction 

	Pre-Colonial and Colonial Literature



	26 Th
	Christopher Columbus
	•“The First Voyage:  The West Indies” (WebCT)

•“The Second Voyage:  The Cannibals” (WebCT)

• “The Third Voyage:  The Terrestrial Paradise” (WebCT)

	
	Handsome Lake
	•"How America Was Discovered" (WebCT)

	

	31 Tu
	William Bradford
	•"Of Plymouth Plantation," (Norton)

	
	John Winthrop
	• Excerpt from "A Model of Christian Charity," (WebCT)

	September

	2 Th
	Anne Bradstreet
	•All poems in Norton, except “Contemplations”

	
	Edward Taylor
	•“Meditation 8” 

•“Huswifery”

•“Upon Wedlock, and Death of Children”

	
	E-Mail Discussion:  In the seventh stanza of "The Prologue," Anne Bradstreet acknowledges male "Preeminence in all."  Do you think this statement is ironic or do you think she means exactly what she says here?  Explain.

OR:  Explain the extended metaphor which Edward Taylor uses in either "Meditation 8," "Huswifery," or "Upon Wedlock, and Death of Children."

	Literature of the New Republic



	7 Tu
	Jonathan Edwards
	• "Personal Narrative" 

•"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" 

	
	E-Mail Discussion: How do the two Edwards pieces compare?  Did anything surprise you about either one?

	9 Th
	Benjamin Franklin
	•From "The Autobiography," (231-247; 267-268; 281-300)

	
	E-Mail Discussion: Compare the last 3 paragraphs of Jonathan Edwards' "Personal Narrative" to the last 2 paragraphs of the excerpt from Benjamin Franklin's Autobiography.  What do these selections say about these men's view of the individual, of God, of America?  Which view do you find most appealing?

	

	14 Tu
	Thomas Jefferson
	•"The Declaration of Independence" 

	
	Thomas Paine
	•From “Common Sense

• “The Crisis,” no. 1

	
	Due:  Paper #1--Paraphrase

	
	E-Mail Discussion: Imitate the first 2 paragraphs of either Thomas Paine's "Common Sense" or the Declaration of Independence.  Copy the sentence structure and the style of the writer, but address a contemporary subject. (This can be sincere or silly.)

	16 Th
	Phillis Wheatley
	•"On Being Brought from Africa to America" 

•"To His Excellency General Washington" 

•"To the Right Honorable William, Earl of Dartmouth" 

	
	Olaudah Equiano
	•From "The Interesting Narrative…" (355-368)

	
	E-Mail Discussion: How do Phillis Wheatley and/or Olaudah Equiano react to slavery?  How does the fact of their Christianity affect these views?

	American Romanticism



	21 Tu
	Ralph Waldo Emerson
	•"Self-Reliance" 

	
	E-Mail Discussion: Do you agree with Emerson's advice to "trust thyself"?  What about his statement that "Whoso would be a man must be a nonconformist"?  Do you see any potential problems with this philosophy?

	

	23 Th
	Henry David Thoreau
	•"Resistance to Civil Government" 

	
	E-Mail Discussion: How convincing is Thoreau's case for civil disobedience?  Is he arguing that we should break laws whenever we disagree with them?  What safeguards against such arbitrary and individualistic politics does he provide?

	

	28 Tu
	Edgar Allan Poe 
	•"The Fall of the House of Usher" 

•"The Philosophy of Composition" 

•"The Raven" 

	
	E-Mail Discussion: Do you believe everything Poe says in his "Philosophy of Composition"?  Does it seem plausible to you that anyone is so self-conscious about their writing? 

OR:  Write an imitation or parody of the first stanza of "The Raven."

	30 Th
	Nathaniel Hawthorne
	•"Young Goodman Brown" 

	
	Herman Melville
	•"Bartleby the Scrivener" 

	
	E-Mail: Is Young Goodman Brown in Hawthorne's story finally a good man?  

OR: How does the narrator in "Bartleby, the Scrivener" describe himself in the opening three paragraphs?  Do you like him, do you find him a sympathetic person in the story?  Do you think his point-of-view is entirely reliable?

	October

	5 Tu
	Frederick Douglass 
	•”Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass," (Norton, Vol. 1, pp. 931-934; 944-950; 956-983)

	
	Harriet Jacobs
	•From “Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (all selections in Norton)

	
	E-Mail: Explain how you believe the incident with Mr. Covey is a turning point in Douglass’s life. 

OR: Point out differences between Douglas’s and Jacob’s tales.  How are some of these differences specifically related to gender issues?

	7 Th
	Walt Whitman
	•Selections from "Song of Myself," stanzas 1-24; 49-52

• “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d”

	
	E-Mail Discussion: Why does Whitman call his book Leaves of Grass?  What does grass signify for him?  (See, especially, Stanza 6 in "Song of Myself.")  What are leaves of grass?  

OR:  Write an imitation of the first stanza of "Song of Myself." Instead of being as expansive and inclusive as possible, like Whitman, try to be as petty and narrow as you can, but use as much of Whitman's sentence structure and style as you can.

	

	12 Tu
	Fall Break

	14 Th
	Emily Dickinson
	• “Safe in their Alabaster Chambers—“

• “Some keep the Sabbath going to Church—“

• “What Soft—Cherubic Creatures—“ (WebCT)

• “I Heard a Fly buzz—when I died—“ 

• “Because I could not stop for Death—“

• “Apparently with no surprise”

• “I taste a liquor never brewed—“

• “The Soul selects her own Society—“

• “This was a Poet—“

• “The Brain—is wider than the Sky—“

• “I dwell in Possibility—“ (WebCT)

• “Tell all the Truth but tell it slant—“

	
	E-Mail Discussion: Based on the poems you've read so far, do you think Dickinson believes in conventional Christianity?  Does she believe in God and an afterlife?  Refer to at least two specific poems in your response.

	

	19 Tu
	Catch-Up Day

	21 Th
	Mid-Term Exam

	Local Color; Realism



	26 Tu
	Rebecca Harding Davis
	•"Life in the Iron Mills" 

	
	E-Mail Discussion: What do you think the Korl woman represents? (Who made the woman and why?  How is she posed?  Why is it important that she is a statue?  What is the meaning of  art in the world that Davis depicts?  What is the significance of Korl as a material?)

	28 Th 
	Mark Twain
	•"The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County" 

•"Fenimore Cooper's Literary Offenses" (WebCT) 

•"How to Tell a Story" (WebCT) 

	
	E-Mail Discussion: Discuss Twain’s criticisms of Cooper.  Do you think they’re fair? What does Twain believe makes a good work of literature? 

OR:  Choose an author we've read this semester and write a paragraph mocking his or her work.  Try to imitate the spirit and tone of Twain's essay about Cooper.

	November

	2 Tu
	Henry James
	•Daisy Miller:  A Study 

	
	Due:  Paper #2

	
	E-Mail Discussion: What do you think about the character Daisy Miller?  Do you like her or not?   Do you think Winterbourne is a fully reliable interpreter of her character?

	Turn-of-the-Century; Early Modernism



	4 Th
	Charlotte Perkins Gilman
	• “The Yellow Wallpaper”

	
	E-Mail Discussion: What do you think the figure in the wallpaper represents?

	

	9 Tu
	Kate Chopin
	• “The Storm”

• “Desiree’s Baby”

	
	Stephen Crane
	•"The Open Boat" 

	
	E-Mail Discussion: Did anything surprise you in the Chopin stories?  Anything unexpected for the time and place in which they were published?

OR: Discuss what "The Open Boat" suggests about the natural world.

	11 Th
	Robert Frost
	•"Home Burial" (WebCT)

•"Mending Wall" 

•"After Apple-Picking"

•"The Road Not Taken" 

•"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening" 

•"Desert Places" 

•"Design"

	
	E-Mail Discussion: Choose the Frost poem you best and discuss why you like it.

	Modern Literature



	16 Tu
	Ernest Hemingway
	•"A Clean, Well-Lighted Place" (WebCT)

•"Soldier's Home" (WebCT)

	
	E-Mail Discussion: Discuss the title of "A Clean, Well-Lighted Place."  Why is it so important that the café be clean and well-lit?  What darkness are the characters trying to fend off?

	18 Th
	Wallace Stevens
	• “Sunday Morning”

	
	William Carlos Williams
	• “The Young Housewife”

• “The Red Wheelbarrow”

	
	Langston Hughes
	•"The Negro Speaks of Rivers" 

•"I, Too" 

•"Theme for English B"

	
	Countee Cullen
	•"Yet Do I Marvel" 

•"Heritage"

	
	E-Mail Discussion: Choose what you think is the most important word in one of these poems and discuss why you selected that particular word.

	

	23 Tu
	William Faulkner
	•"Barn Burning"

	
	Katherine Anne Porter
	•"The Jilting of Granny Weatherall" (WebCT)

	
	E-Mail Discussion: Why do you think Colonel Sartoris "betrays" his father?  How come his values are so different than his father's?  Where does Faulkner seem to believe that a person's self comes from?

OR: Explain what you think is happening in the last paragraph of the Katherine Anne Porter story, beginning with "For the second time there was no sign."

	25 Th
	Thanksgiving

	Post World War II 



	30 Tu
	Ralph Ellison
	•"The Battle Royal"

	
	Allen Ginsberg
	•"Howl" 

•"A Supermarket in California"

	
	E-Mail Discussion: What do you think the grandfather means with his dying words, which the narrator relates in the second paragraph of Ellison's "The Battle Royal"?   How has he been a "traitor" all his life?  Do you think the narrator takes the grandfather's advice in the story?

OR: What aspects of modern life does Ginsberg attack in his poetry?  What do you think the figure of Moloch in “Howl” stands for?

	December

	2 Th
	Bobbie Ann Mason
	•"Shiloh" (WebCT)

	
	Tim O'Brien
	•"How to Tell a True War Story" (WebCT)

	
	E-Mail Discussion: Which character do you think Mason creates more sympathy for, Leroy or Norma Jean?  Both?  Neither?

OR: Why do you think O’Brien begins the story with the sentence, “This is true”?  What happens to this “truth” by the end of the story?

	6 Mon
	Due:  Paper #3 (In my office by 12:00 noon)

	9 Th
	Final Exam, 8-11 a.m.


